
 

 

 

 

2017 Recycled Materials Art Competition 

Official Rules and Entry Packet 

 

This packet can be scanned and emailed (preferred) or mailed back to PaperSeed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please use this checklist before submitting your forms to ensure the packet is complete.  
 
All of the following must be received before the images of student artwork will be reviewed: 
 

  
Photo Release Form 

These photos will be displayed on PaperSeed’s website and social 
media in order to promote support for arts and recycling education in 
Marin County. 

 
 
 

 
Narrative  

A brief description (200-300 words) of the theme, materials used and 
guidelines given to students. We will use this description when 
showcasing the contest on our website and social media. 

 
 
 

Photos Clearly 
Labeled 

Please make certain that photos are clearly labeled or projects are 
otherwise easy to identify. This will aid us in the judging process. 

 

  



Important Dates: 

Registration Deadline: Friday March 24th, 2017 

Art Submission Deadline: Sunday, April 23rd 2017 

Winners will be announced the week of: May 1st, 2017 

 

Official Rules: 

 Open to all elementary schools in Marin County, California. 

 Submissions must be primarily comprised of recyclable/reusable materials  

o Artwork can also include paint, collage, sculpture (clay, etc), drawing, or product 

design and other items from found/discarded objects. 

 Students must make the work.  

o In the case of group entries, adult guidance and aid with technique is 

permissible, but students must ultimately be producing the art. 

 Entrants must register and complete registration packet to be considered for prizes. 

To Participate: 

Register at www.PaperSeed.org/Recycled-Art-Competition by Friday March 24th, 2017 

Classrooms can participate in one of two ways: 

1. Individual: One art project per student; students do their own work with minimal 

aid/instruction from teachers and adults. 

2. Group: Students create a group art piece or installment; everybody in the class or grade 

collaborates on one central theme with aid/instruction from teachers and adults. 

You may engage your students in an art project using any of the following basic recycled 

materials as your project’s base: 

 Cardboard 

 Plastic 

 Aluminum 

 Foam 

 Paper 

 Glass 



Should you have an idea for another material that could be utilized, please feel free to check 

with us. Many items, like outdated technology, clothes, and more can be recycled through the 

proper channels. 

Students can use typical arts and crafts supplies to bring their art to life; anything one might 

find and use in an elementary school art room. 

 Participants will be grouped into one of 3 age groups: 

 K-1st Grade 

 2nd-3rd Grade 

 4th- 5th Grade 

 

To Submit: 

Registered teachers must submit digital photographs of final projects via email to 

Diana@paperseed.org by Sunday, April 23rd 2017. 

Please make sure the subject line reads: “Recycled Art Competition Entry –Your School Name” 

Winners will be announced the week of May 1st, 2017. 

 

INDIVIDUAL ENTRIES: 

In the body of your email, include: 

1. Teacher’s name (this will enable us to match with your registration info) 

2. At least 1 photo (3 maximum) of each student’s entry. Please send photos in a 

compressed (zipped) folder. 

o Photo file names should include child’s name. If you are unable to change 

filenames, please find an alternate way to identify entries. 

3. A brief description (200-300 words) of the theme, materials used and guidelines 

given to students. We will use this description when showcasing the contest on 

our website and social media. 
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Example: 

Filename: Harper_Smith.jpg 

 

 

GROUP ENTRIES: 

Your email should include: 

1. Teacher’s name (this will enable us to match with your registration info). 

 

2. Compressed (zipped) folder with photos showing the process of students 

engaging with the materials.  

Submissions should contain 3-5 photos from each of these 3 project milestones: 

o Students with raw materials (cans, bottles, cardboard, plastic, etc.) 

o Students transforming raw materials into art 

o Final project(s) 

 

3. A brief description (200-300 words) of the theme, materials used and guidelines 

given to students. We will use this description when showcasing the contest on 

our website and social media. 

 

 

 



Winners & Prizes: 

INDIVIDUAL ENTRY PRIZE: 

One winner will be chosen from each of the following 3 groups:  

 K-1st Grade 

 2nd-3rd Grade 

 4th- 5th Grade 

Each winning student will receive a prize. 

Winning student’s teacher will receive a $500 mini classroom grant. 

GROUP ENTRY PRIZE:  

One winner will be chosen from each of the following 3 groups:  

 K-1st Grade 

 2nd-3rd Grade 

 4th- 5th Grade 

Winning group’s teacher will receive a $500 mini grant for classroom art supplies.  

If multiple teachers enter together, the mini grant will be split evenly. 

 

If you have any questions about these rules, please contact Diana Gray at  

415-945-1282 or Diana@paperseed.org 



 

 

Tips for Success 

Getting materials: 

Have your school or classroom start to gather supplies as soon as you can. This works especially well if 

you are working on a group project, but a drive to collect general supplies for individual art projects 

would work well too. Ask students to bring in clean recyclables from home like: 

 Jars 

 Cans 

 Bottles (plastic and glass) 

 Lids 

 Boxes 

 Foam 

Some non-recyclables you can collect and repurpose are: 

 Buttons 

 Broken jewelry 

 Scrap fabric 

 Miscellaneous plastic pieces 

 Old or unwanted art supplies 

Assign students to sorting and washing any items that come in daily to keep things organized. If your 

school has a green team, this is a great thing to get them involved with as well! 

You might also work with the school custodial staff to collect recyclables from the cafeteria! Milk cartons 

are recyclable and can make for some great art projects. 

 Photographing Art:  

Place art on a flat surface with plenty of light. 

For 3D work, a white or other neutral colored background will really 

make your art pop in pictures (Simple things like white sheets and 

butcher paper should work.) Be sure not to place the art too close 

to the background  

If you are submitting individual entries and have a lot of photos to 

take, consider recruiting a parent volunteer to help photograph. 



Fast Facts. . . 

About our waste habits and recycling. . . 

 The average American produces more than 4lbs of garbage EVERY day. Over the course of a year, that’s 
more than 1,600 pounds of garbage per person.   

 In 2012, the U.S. produced 32 million tons of plastic. Only 9% was recovered for recycling. 

 It takes about 450 years for plastic beverage bottles to break down in a landfill. 

 The energy saved by recycling one plastic bottle can power a computer for 25 minutes. 

 It takes approximately 1 million years for a glass bottle to break down in a landfill. 

 The energy saved from recycling one glass bottle will operate a 100-watt light bulb for four hours. 

 Producing glass from new materials requires 30% more energy than using used glass. 

 Americans use about 69 million tons of paper and paperboard each year. 

 Preventing one ton of paper waste saves between 15 and 17 mature trees. 

 Almost 97% of the world's water is salty or otherwise undrinkable. Another 2% is locked in ice caps and 
glaciers. Only 1% is usable for agriculture, manufacturing, and personal needs. 

 The average American uses about 100 gallons of water per day and more than 100,000 gallons of water 
per year. 

 Every square mile of the oceans contains more than 46,000 pieces of floating plastic. 

 About 8 million metric tons of plastic goes into the ocean each year. 

 

About Art and Creativity 

 Research has shown that participation in the arts improves children’s abilities to concentrate and focus in 

other aspects of their lives. 

 The arts teach children that problems can have more than one solution. 

 Art gives people of all ages a great outlet for self-expression. 

 Making art helps children practice creative thinking, which is a critical skill in the modern world. 

 By making art, students learn to think through and within a material and use what they have in new ways. 

 Art teaches kids to imagine more possibilities. 

 Completing works of art can foster self-esteem. 

 Art helps language development: students can use descriptive words to discuss their own creations or to 

talk about what feelings are elicited when they see different styles of artwork. 

 Making art builds fine motor skills and bilateral coordination. 



 

 

Resources 

If needed, registration paperwork can be downloaded in its entirety at: 

www.paperseed.org/rmac-resources 

 

Local Places of Interest: 

Marin Sanitary  

Offers free educational tours of their facilities, including a farm! 

Recology San Francisco 

Great field trip to South San Francisco features a visit with their artists in residence and a trip 

through their sculpture garden, filled with art made from recyclables. 

East Bay Depot for Creative Reuse  

Great place to find odds and ends for arts & crafts. 

 

Lesson Plans & Ideas: 

We’ve found some great links to lesson plans about recycling and upcycling! Head to our 

website for the full list: 

 www.paperseed.org/rmac-resources 

 

Need something else? We are here to help!  Feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns: 

Diana Gray 

Diana@paperseed.org 

415-945-1282 
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